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• Born in Cork, matured in Galway and 

married into Dublin 

• Maths Graduate of NUI, Galway, 2001 

• NetEng, SysAdmin, PHP Coder, VoIP 

• INEX since 2007 

• Co-founder of Island Bridge Networks
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Back To Where It All Began…

DIAL-UP



DIAL-UP

Dialup Modem: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dial-up_Internet_access#/media/File:Modem-usr-courier-v34-front-online.jpg (cropped)







 Ireland On Line 

Nodes in Galway and Dublin. 
Well established. Very nice 

windows interface or normal 
internet access. SLIP/PPP also 

available, no ISDN as yet. 

£25 registration and charges 
from £10/month for up to 

20hrs/month,  
£20/month unlimited access. 

IEUNET 
The main internet backbone in 
Ireland. Nodes in Dublin, Cork, 

Galway and Shannon. 

Charges £3/hr (£1.50/hr off 
peak). 

Internet Eireann 

New provider. The intention is to 
provide a straight no frills 

internet access similar to Demon 
in the UK. Node in Dublin. 

£15 registration and then £10/
month for unlimited use. 

http://www.ibiblio.org/gaelic/Eire/7.11.6.html



DIAL-UP

EUnet  
Ireland

PostGEM

First INEX Peering Members - Apr 1997



Membership Growth - 1996 - 2003
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Membership Growth - 1996 - 2008
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Membership Growth - 1996 - 2008
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2001 - Nick Hilliard - Outsourced CTO Role

2002 - 100Mb record, business plan to extend beyond ISPs

2003 - IPv6, Barry Rhodes, CEO



Membership Growth - 1996 - 2008
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2004 - Euro-IX, Hosting 365, Citywest PoP, Microsoft

2005 - IDA Loan, Eileen Gallagher, IXP Manager V0

2006 - 1Gb Milestone, ~30 members



Membership Growth - 1996 - 2008
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2007 - Amazon, O2, 1st 10Gb links (guess who?), INEX LAN2

2008 - 100k .ie’s, Barry O’Donovan, 3Gb then 5Gb,  
Akamai, Google



After Dial-up Internet Access, We Got ADSL

ADSL





Membership Growth - 1996 - 2013
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2010 - 10Gb Milestone, open sourced IXP Manager

2011 - Mobile data doubling every four months

2012 - Netflix

2013 - 50Gb



Traffic Peaks- 1996 - 2013
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From ADSL to VDSL, Mobile, Cable, FTTx - “NGN”

ADSL



Membership Growth - 1996 - 2019

“NGN” 
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Traffic Peaks- 1996 - 2019
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• Peering point for the island of Ireland, member 
owned association, not for profit, founded in 1996 

• ~110 members (inc. ~98% of eyeballs) 

• >400Gbps of IP data exchanged at peek 

• Dual infrastructure, 8 PoPs, own dark fibre 

• Opened INEX Cork in 2016 

• IXP Manager / Salt / Napalm automation 

• Home of IXP Manager 

INEX



https://github.com/inex/IXP-Manager





THANK YOU

barry.odonovan@inex.ie 

@barryo79 / @comepeerwithme 

https://www.inex.ie/ 

Any Questions?
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