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● Introduction to KDE Kiosk
● Some Simple Examples
● KDE Kiosk Admin Tool
● Contact Details & Sources of Information
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What is KDE?
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● a contemporary desktop environment for 
UNIX

● network transparent
● an application  development framework
● consistent look and feel – standard 

menus, toolbars, icons, keybindings, etc
● international
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KDE – Facts and Figures
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● KDE is a big project
– About 1,000 contributors help to develop KDE
– About 300 translators
– KDE has more than 106 official FTP mirrors in 

over 39 countries

● KDE 3.4 shipped in March'05 with:
– more than 6,500 bugs fixed
– more than 1,700 wishes fulfilled
– more than 80,000 contributions with several 

million lines added or changed
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KDE & Licensing
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● KDE is free to use, download, redistribute
● KDE is Open Source Software

– Its source code can be read, redistributed 
and modified

● KDE core libraries are distributed under 
either LGPL, BSD or X11

● All other KDE source files may 
alternatively be under OSI approved 
licenses such as GPL, QPL, MIT 
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KDE Packages
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● Base – KDM, KDesktop, Konqueror, ...
● PIM – Kontact, KMail, KOrganiser
● Network – Kopete, KPPP, KGet, ...
● KDevelop – KDE's IDE
● KOffice – integrated office environment
● Multimedia, Graphics, Edutainment, 

Games, Utils, Webdev, Admin, ...
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Screenshots: KDE Desktop
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Screenshots: KMail
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Screenshots: Kontact
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Screenshots: Kopete
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Screenshots: Firefox
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Screenshots: OpenOffice.org Writer
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KDE Kiosk
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● KDE Kiosk is a framework built in to KDE 
since KDE3

● Allows administrators to create a 
controlled desktop environment for all 
users
– Create default configuration options

● And lock them

– Restrict “KDE Actions”, URLs, KControl 
modules, resources
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KDE Kiosk
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● KDE Kiosk can be used wherever a restricted 
desktop environment is required or desired
– Internet cafés, public access terminals, libraries
– School/college laboratories
– Deployments in the enterprise environment

● ensure a terminal is only used for intended purpose
● enforce sensible defaults, branding, auto-locking
● administrators can change settings on hundreds or 

even thousands of desktops from his/her office
● implement and enforce security policies
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KDE Kiosk
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● KDE applications use KDE's configuration 
API to create/access/alter their 
configuration files

● Configuration files grouped into 
key=value pairs:

[FMSettings]

HomeURL=http://www.kde.ie/ 

ShowPreviewsInFileTips=true
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KDE Kiosk
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● Multiple configuration files per application
● KDE uses a “cascading configuration” 

– system directories read first – defaults
– user directory read last – customisation

● Most recently read configuration options 
override previously read options

● key=value pairs, groupings or entire config 
files can be marked as “immutable”
– basis of KDE Kiosk framework
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KDE Kiosk – Application Configurations
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● Lock corporate homepage (konquerorrc):
[FMSettings]

HomeURL[$i]=http://www.company.com/ 

● Lock company desktop image (kdesktoprc)
[Background Common]

CommonDesktop[$i]=true

[Desktop0][$i]

Wallpaper=/usr/share/company.png

WallpaperMode=Scaled
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KDE Kiosk - Actions
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● KStdActions – consistency across applications
– Described by some text, an icon, accelerator 

keys, a “slot”

● Over 120 standard actions in KDE3.4
– Files: open, save, save as, open recent, etc
– Edit: cut, copy, paste, find, replace, spelling, etc
– Printing, View, Location/Position
– Security: shell access, Run Command access
– Misc: mail, help, about, preferences, quit, etc 
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KDE Kiosk: Actions
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● In $KDEDIRS/share/config/kdeglobals
[KDE Action Restrictions][$i]

action/file_open=false

action/edit_cut=false

user/root=false

shell_access=false

logout=false

lock_screen=false

lineedit_text_completion=false

print/system=false



K Desktop Environment    

KDE Kiosk: Actions
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KDE Kiosk – Restricting URLs
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● KDE is network transparent

– All files are represented by URLs
● KDE Kiosk allows sys admins to restrict 

access to URLs by

– action: list, open
– protocol: http, file, sftp, etc
– referrer 
– host 
– path 
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KDE Kiosk: Kiosk Admin Tool
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● Not everyone likes editing configuration 
files by hand

● Developed for KDE by Novell for their 
Linux Desktop

● Can create multiple KDE profiles and 
assign them by Unix user or group

● Allows local modification and then upload 
to a centralised server or individual 
desktops



K Desktop Environment    

KDE Kiosk: Kiosk Admin Tool
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More Information
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● KDE.ie - http://www.kde.ie/ 
– The home of KDE in Ireland
– Listing of companies offering KDE products and 

services
– Mailing list 

● KDE::Enterprise - http://enterprise.kde.org/ 
● Official KDE Homepage: http://www.kde.org/ 

  


